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Agassiz Goat Dairy Ltd.
Farm

We are a Family Owned & Operated Goat Dairy in
B Agassiz BC. We supply Salt Spring Island Cheese

{ CO, Avalon Dairy & Smits And CO.W Farm Cheese
with fresh Goat milk.

6055 Else Road, Agassiz BC

This is the home of our own Board
Member Andrea Flukiger and
Family!

The photos are all sent by her.



http://swiss-society.org/

Recycling Christmas Trees

Andrea is not only a farmer, but also a mom
of 3 children, a wife, a great yodeler and a
fabulous baker!

Da hoch uf de Alpe

Text / Melodie: H. J. Bosshard / Volkslied

1. Da hoch uf de Alpe,
dem Huttli nid farn,
da hiet i mini Geissli,
da biniso gern. Tralalala.....
2. Dalacht mer de Himmel
hoch Giber em Schnee
und. Matte voll Bliemli,
so vill i mag gsee. Tralalala...
3. Dasitz i bi de Bliemli,
das gfallt mir so guet.
Ich glinn mer es Strissli
und steck s uf de Huet.Tralalala...
4. Ich lose, wie d Vogeli
singed im Wald
und wie vo de Felswand
de Jodel schon hallt. Tralalala...




CHOIR REPORT

Written by Andrea Flukiger, President

And still just a click away. Our weekly zoom rehearsal keeps us going.

I’'m pleased to inform you that we have a new soprano checking us out. Cross your fingers we
will be able to meet her soon at a live outdoor practice.

Remember, we have plenty of room for new voices (or returning ones ).

The value of a smile

It costs nothing, but creates much.

It enriches those who receive, without
impoverishing those who give.

It happens in a flash and the memory of it
sometimes lasts forever.

It creates happiness in the home, fosters
good will in a business and is the
countersign of friends.

Itis rest to the weary, daylight to the
discouraged, Sunshine to the trouble.

Yet it cannot be bought, begged, borrowed or
stolen for it is something that is no earthly
good to anybodey till it is given away!

Dale Carnegie

“Sehnoogligli 100, e git en andri Zy,

voll Pinkeschlsg und Merpeataub

unid Chiriosiblueacht wl Bacchelanb,

Schegloggli laut, es ght on andei Zyt,
Soplin Huewsmnl) Martl




SENIORS’ REPORT

For our Movie Afternoons we still look for one or two members who are familiar
with VHS/DVD systems. They are urgently needed now. Help from restaurant
staff is not guaranteed.

Please contact Veronika Sans if you are willing to volunteer. It will be very much
appreciated! vsans@prontomail.com or 604-730-9781

Fees for Advertisment in the Swiss Herald

Fees for design:

To make minor adjustments: Free

To make major changes to an ad: $25 To create a new ad: S 50-100
Deadlines for sending in ads or articles:

20t of December, February, April, June, August and October.

Fees for advertisement: (same fees since years!)

Ad Size One Issue Six Issues Ad Size One Issue Six Issues
One full page  $ 150 S 825 % Page S 40 $ 220

% Page S 90 S 495 BusinessCard S 20 $110
1/3 Page S 60 $ 330 (5 Lines)

== Varty & Company

Barristers & Solicitors

DAVID L. VARTY BA_ LLB. LLM.

Avocat
300 « 1055 West Hastings Street Email: dvarty @ vartylaw.ca
Vancouver, B.C. Canada V6E 2E9 Avsociate Office
Telephone: 604-684-5356 11620 Wilsbire Boulevard
Fax: 604-608-3256 Swite 900
www.vartylaw.ca Los Angeles, Californa 90025

WHATEVER FLOATS YOUR GOAT
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THE BIRTH-PLACE OF CANADA’S MOUNTAIN
CULTURE

The gritty railroad town of Golden is home to the origin story of Western
Canada’s celebrated mountain culture, which has lured countless adventurers for
more than a century.

By Cassidy Randall

January 22, 2020
Canada’s gritty railroad town of Golden, BC, doesn’t boast the historical grandeur of Banff just to
the east nor the new resort skiing hype of Revelstoke over the Continental Divide to the west.
But it has its own unique claim to fame: it’s the gateway to Rogers Pass, home to some of the
best backcountry skiing in Canada, which is why | was here with my crew of skiers to access big
mountain-style alpine lines in the Selkirk range. And it’s also home to the origin story of Western
Canada’s celebrated mountain culture, which has drawn in countless mountaineers, climbers and
skiers just like us for more than a century.

As we pulled out of town to head west on the Trans-Canada Highway and wound up towards the
summit of the pass, | glanced to the right, my attention caught by what looked to be a European
chalet almost completely hidden in trees on the steep hillside. Its antique gingerbread facade,
with steeply gabled, narrow two-storey roofs and ornate framework hanging from the eves,
seemed anachronous in this blue-collar town dominated by rail and sawmill, where nearly all
historic buildings were consumed in a fierce fire in 1926.

The Swiss guides established nearly
all the first ascents of the peaks
around Rogers Pass (Credit:
twigymuleford/Getty Images)

That curious house is one of eight
that make up a little village called
Edelweiss. In this nearly forgotten
cluster of homes, on the fringe of this
low-profile town, lived a group of
Swiss guides who left an indelible
, : mark on this part of the world. They
put up numerous first ascents in Rogers Pass and around Banff and Lake Louise and unlocked
these peaks for a new wave of adventurers looking for unclimbed mountains after Europe’s had
been conquered. And they laid the foundation for skiing as the winter obsession it is today in this
region.

The chalet disappeared from the rear-view mirror as we drove up the highway that parallels the
Canadian Pacific Railway (CPR) track, and it was immediately apparent why this formidable spine
of untouched mountains presented CPR’s final hurdle in connecting the east and west of the
country. Where progress had been swift from the coast and across the prairies, the seemingly
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impenetrable Selkirk Mountains between Golden and Revelstoke slowed building while
surveyors searched for a pass and engineered the rail over its sharp landscape. In fact, the grade
is so steep here that, due to the limitations in train locomotion in the late 1800s, it wasn’t feasible
to haul dining cars — which had become a popular feature of rail travel — up the pass for the long
journey between Banff and Golden to Revelstoke and onto Vancouver.

The Canadian Pacific Railway
connected the east and west of the
country, passing through popular
tourist destinations such as Banff
(Credit: MJ_Prototype/Getty
Images)

As a solution, CPR built Glacier
House, an alpine chalet close to
the summit of the pass, where
passengers could get off the
train for meals and stay
overnight if they chose. This WL L e - -
was the latest iteration in CPR president William Van Horne’s vision of the rallway asa vehlcle
to bring wealthy tourists to experience the romantic lifestyle of the mountains. CPR had already
played a significant role in the development of Glacier and Yoho National Parks, and built grand
hotels in Banff and Lake Louise. But, concerned that guests would wander off and become lost
(or worse) in these serrated peaks and crevassed glaciers so close to Glacier House — and the
negative press that might ensure — CPR hired Swiss mountain guides, known as the best in the
world for their depth of skill and breadth of knowledge, to stay at the chalet and guide its
guests through these undiscovered mountains. This move was the advent of adventure tourism
in Western Canada.

First up were Edouard Feuz Sr and Christian Haesler, brought by CPR from Interlaken in 1899.
Seven more guides joined them, including Edouard’s brothers Walter and Ernest, who initially
came to Canada each spring and returned to Switzerland in October. Each season, CPR worried
that the guides, whom the railway relied on to help lure tourists, might not come back to
Canada. So they built Edelweiss in 1912 for the guides to bring their families and stay
permanently in the country.

A hand-painted postcard of Glacier
House circa 1910 (Credit: Revelstoke
Museum & Archives)

The Swiss Village became a tourist
attraction of its own, with a
Disneyland-like sign at the base of
the hill, visible from the passing
train, announcing the presence of
mountaineering greatness and the
potential for hopeful climbers to
leverage such accomplished
guidance. The Swiss guides became well- known for guiding many tourists, aspiring climbers and
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serious climbers in the Selkirks. As much as CPR’s original mission was to provide the first
transportation route to connect the young country, CPR’s marketing mission was to sell this part
of Canada as unblemished country ripe for the adventurous to explore — and the Swiss guides
were the lynchpin in this strategy. As Arthur Wheeler wrote in the Canadian Alpine Journal in
1928, “The coming of the Swiss guides created a new era. Climbing became more general, and
not confined only to mountaineers of repute in alpine circles and mountain clubs.”

Parking at the highway’s zenith, we headed into the Rogers Pass Discovery Center, where staff
directed us to the Swiss Guides room to don ski boots, examine maps and routes and read the
avalanche report. It was like walking back in time. Glacier House no longer exists — pieces of its
foundation still remain down by the lllecillewaet Campground in a ghost of its former glory — but
a glimpse of its grand heyday has been preserved in antiques, recovered from the chalet, here in
this room. Among the plush chairs, stone fireplace fronts, gold mantles and timber bar, with the
sawtooth massif of the Hermit and Tupper mountains rising out the window, it was easy to
imagine the train pulling up to Glacier Station and seeing Ernest Feuz brandishing climbing gear,
waving from his post on the platform in what became a familiar sight for travellers on the CPR.

Edward Feuz Jr worked with his father and
brothers guiding CPR guests through the
mountains (Credit: Golden Museum)

Old signs from the chalet hung from the
post across the timber bar. One advertised
“The Challenge of the Mountains”,
complete with rentals of ponies and divided
: RRRaTod .5 skirts for women to ride them. The journeys
S e S B ko on offer from Glacier House for adventure
seekers — Great Glacier for $1, Asulkan Glacier for $2, Baloo Pass via Cougar Valley for $5 —
echoed some of the routes on our Rogers Pass ski touring maps. But it was the text at the
bottom of this sign that caught my eye: “Swiss Guides are stationed at the hotel and are
available for the service of tourists for the fee of $5 per day. The guides provide rope, ice axes,
etc and visitors intending to climb should be equipped with stout boots, well-nailed.”

The Swiss guides, renowned for their training in snow, rock, ice, weather, maps and first aid and
rescue, established nearly all the first ascents of the peaks that we were now skiing among:

Uto, Mt Sir Donald, Eagle, Avalanche, McGill, Ursus, MacDonald, Tupper and many more. They
scoped and climbed each route, as well as trails and campsites on the way in, before guiding
clients on it — but then offered the claim of first ascent to their guests in the humble tradition of
mountain guiding.

Each guide notched more than 20 true first ascents to his name, though, with Ernest achieving a
stunning 102. Upon Ernest’s death in 1952, then a fixture in the Golden community, as were the
rest of the guides and their families, the local newspaper, Golden Star, called him a shockingly
humble expert among experts: “Knowing Ernest as we do, as a very modest man, it seems
almost incredible that he is in mountain climbing circles a world-famous person.”
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The Golden Museum features the history of
the CPR, the historic Swiss Guides and their
families (Credit: Golden Museum)

Back in Golden, my ski gear clammy from
a long day of touring the pass, | sought
out the Golden Museum to learn more
about the guides. Inside the Quonset
hut-style building, past the early First
Nations exhibits, an alcove displayed
antiquated climbing gear and grainy
photos of men draped in ropes and
standing on improbable perches in vast landscapes. Their guides, though, were conspicuously
absent. It sparked my need for tangible stories about these people, for the beating heart of this
legacy.

The gritty railroad town of Golden,
BC, is the gateway to Rogers Pass
(Credit: Tourism Golden)

Which is how | found Rudi
Gertsch. Known around the
region as the godfather of heli-
skiing, he founded Purcell
Heliskiing in 1974 as the next
generation of Swiss guides to put
down roots and exert

: undeniable influence here, and
was the first to bring ski tourists to Golden. Before this, Gertsch said, locals had a little ski hill at
the Swiss village and another ski hill that they shared with the Swedes in the Blaeberry, a
neighbourhood north of town. There were no lifts; people had to walk up the slope on
snowshoes carrying their skis. The first lifts in Golden weren’t installed until 1986 on
Whitetooth Ski Hill.

Gertsch grew up in a mountain-guiding family in Switzerland; his father had considered coming
out to Golden after World War One, when CPR was looking for younger guides to join the first
generation. “My dad was quite interested — it’s always interesting for any guide where he can
still do some first ascents and new climbs somewhere that’s not overdeveloped — but he
decided not to,” recalled Gertsch in a Swiss accent that’s been tempered by more than 50 years
in Canada. “We talked about Canada and Golden since | was a kid. | was brought up with the
idea of it. Then 30 years later, | ended up here.”

He’d planned to stay for a year, but his timing was lucky: heli-skiing was just getting started,
and this modern access to the deeper parts of Canada’s untamed landscape again presented a
fresh frontier. “It was so new and challenging, figuring out how to do this and being out in the
mountains with no one around.”
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Gertsch knew some of the old guides well; Walter and Edouard were still alive when he came
out in 1966. “They were like grandfathers, they were very happy to see the next generation of
guides coming in,” he said. They told him the stories of the early days, including the harsh
realities concealed by the shroud of
mountaineering glory.

The village of Edelweiss was created in 1912 for the
Swiss guides and their families (Credit: Claire Dibble)
CPR had told the guides they’d have houses if
they brought their families to Canada; but the
architect of Edelweiss knew nothing about
Swiss design: the chalets lacked insulation;
they were built on a hillside that made

- : _ gardening impossible; and were located
outside town and across the tracks. Only a few months of the year were spent guiding; the rest
of the time CPR had them shovelling snow off the chalets in Banff, Lake Louise and Rogers Pass,
away from their families, for a pittance.

CPR knew that once they were here with their families, there was no way they could afford to go
back

“The First [World] War followed by the Depression followed by the Second [World] War was a
tough time for everyone, and they were dealing with a railroad that was more interested in
making money for themselves than giving guides a decent wage,” Gertsch said. “CPR knew that
once they were here with their families, there was no way they could afford to go back. And
they never did.”

Gertsch passed many hours with Eduoard, the elderly guide regaling him with tales of the days
when the glaciers spread all the way down to the railway. “We always had the highest respect
for [the first Swiss guides]. They did some remarkable climbs in those days with nail boots, it’s
amazing how they got up there. And in all the years they never had a single accident,” Gertsch
marvelled. “They were treating the mountains with a lot of respect. In those days, there was no
Search and Rescue, no radios, if something went wrong, they’d be out there by themselves.”

The peaks around Rogers Pass are
home to some of Canada’s best
backcountry skiing (Credit:
cfarish/Getty Images)

Before | left Golden, | drove across
the tracks and up the icy dirt road
at the edge of town to get a better
look at the Swiss Village. The
houses were mostly boarded up,
but they were in good condition,
even though no one’s lived here in
years. | passed a man walking his
hounds, who greeted me when | parked my truck. He introduced himself as Ken Hamilton, the
owner of the village and its surrounding land. He told me that his wife Maryanne is Walter Feuz’s
granddaughter. They lived in the Swiss Village up until five or six years ago, he said, and still come
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up almost daily to check on things. They plan to finish restoring the houses and rent them out.
They’ll be temporary homes for all the skiers and climbers who come to adventure around here,
drawn by the same lure of the unbridled Selkirks that’s persisted through more than 100 years.
It seems fitting that they’ll stay in the homes of the first men to open those mountains, following
their routes, paths and enduring footsteps.

Join more than three million BBC Travel fans by liking us on Facebook, or follow us

on Twitter and Instagram.

If you liked this story, sign up for the weekly bbc.com features newsletter called "The Essential
List". A handpicked selection of stories from BBC Future, Culture, Worklife and Travel, delivered to
your inbox every Friday.

UPDATE from the Editor

REAL ESTATE: REMAX

For Sale: An Enchanting Swiss Village In BC With 6 Separate Homes Atop 50
Acres

Edelweiss Vi IIage $ 2,300,000

Description: A property that's rich in history, bursting with charm, and bodes more space than
you could ever imagine.

The super charming, Swiss-style homes
are over 100 years old! &)

370 OTTOSON RD

GOLDEN, BC, VOA 1H1
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DAS ERSTE KREUZFAHRTSCHIFF AUF
SCHWEIZER SEEN GEHT AUF GROSSE FAHRT

Von TRAVEL INSIDE -

04.05.2021

Die Attila, das erste «Boutique Boatel» der Schweiz, bietet waschechte,
mehrtégige Ubernacht-Kreuzfahrten auf Murten-, Neuenburger- und
Bielersee an.

-

Das ist neu: See-Kreuzfahrtschiff Attila. ©Vully

Es ist gemadss Reederei ein schweizweit einzigartiges Projekt und gleichzeitig fiir alle Schiffsreisen-
Aficionados eine Novitat: Am 23. Mai 2021 startet die Attila zu ihrer ersten 6-tagigen Kreuzfahrt
auf dem Murten-, Neuenburger- und Bielersee — die ersten Ubernacht-Schiffsreisen auf
Schweizer Seen in dieser Art. In neun Kabinen kdnnen maximal 18 Personen mitreisen, ab
diversen Anlegestationen sind Ausfliige und Aktivitdten in der faszinierenden Region am Fusse
des Juras moglich.

«Hinter der Attila steht eine Gruppe von 37 privaten Investoren aus der Region Bern, Biel und
Murten, die im August 2019 die Reederei Vully AG in Sugiez griindeten und die MS Attila
erwarbeny, informiert VR-Prasident Richard Hurni. Das ehemalige Ledischiff (Kiestransporter)
wurde inzwischen zum ersten Hotel-Kreuzfahrtschiff der Schweiz umgebaut (offiziell gemass
Schifffahrtsverordnung: Fahrgastschiff mit Ubernachtungsméglichkeit). Design-Partner ist das
bekannte Atelier Oiin La Neuveville, verantwortlich fiir einen modernen, eleganten Stil an Bord.
Die neun Doppel-Kabinen des von der Reederei als «Boutique Boatel» bezeichneten Schiffs sind
je 14 Quadratmeter gross, verfiigen liber eigenes Bad mit Dusche und sind detailreich und
gemitlich ausgestattet, u.a. mit einer Sitzecke, TV, Kuhlschrank, Safe und regulierbarer
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Klimaanlage. Die Glastliren auf der Seeseite lassen sich komplett 6ffnen und flihren auf einen
Gangbord.

An Bord gibt es eine stilvolle Captain’s Lounge mit Bar, wo Frihstick und Snacks serviert werden;
flir die weiteren Mahlzeiten wahrend der Kreuzfahrt arbeitet man mit ausgewahlten
Partnerrestaurants zusammen. Eine grossziigige Aussenterrasse mit Liegestiihlen,
Sitzgelegenheiten und Bar sowie eine liberdachte Badeplattform auf dem Hauptdeck, von wo aus
man auch Stand-Up-Paddeling betreiben kann (Ausristung wird mitgefiihrt), sind weitere
Annehmlichkeiten der Attila.

«Das neue, hochwertige Angebot richtet sich an anspruchsvolle und weltoffene Urlauber, die
besondere Kreuzfahrten mit einem hohen Mass an Service-Qualitat und Individualitat zu
schatzen wissen, an Naturliebhaber, an Paare wie an Familien», erklart Hurni. Das Hauptangebot
der Attila sind bis Oktober 6-tdgige Kreuzfahrten auf den drei Juraseen mit Ausfliigen in der
Region und Aktivitaten wie E-Bike-Touren oder SUP. Zusatzlich geplant sind kirzere Weekend-
oder spezielle Themenfahrten (z.B. Golf, Yoga, Gourmet), und das Schiff wird auch fiir Tages- oder
Wochenendanlasse an Private oder Firmen fir Events verchartert.

Die Attila will sich zudem als ein Vorzeigeprojekt in Sachen nachhaltigem Tourismus und
umweltvertraglichem Reisen verstanden wissen. Mit dem Antrieb durch einen Hybridmotor, der
Installation von Fotovoltaik und dem Bezug von Okostrom wird bewusst Riicksicht auf Natur und
Umwelt genommen. Fiir den Umbau wurden regionale Firmen berlicksichtigt, beim Food-
Konzept regionale Produzenten und Lieferanten.

Auch fir die Reisebranche wird die Attila zum Thema. Die lberraschend unkonventionelle
Alternative in heimischen Gewassern fir Cruise-hungrige Kunden in schwierigen Corona-Zeiten
wird zum Beispiel bereits von Kuoni Cruises oder Railtours vermarktet.

(Beat Eichenberger)

7
2{ ,é%%f Elisabeth Rechsteiner
So48 Notary Public
....helping you with what matftters....

Member

» Real Estate Transactions including Purchases, Sales and Mortgages

» Personal Planning Documents including Wills, Powers of Attorney,
Representation, Agreements and Advance Directives

» Notarizations and Certified Copies

» Executorships

100-5050 Kingsway, Burnaby, B.C. VOH 4C2 Telephone: 604-433-1911 Fax: 604-433-8970 Email: info@erechsteiner.ca
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BOARD MEMBERS — THEN AND NOW

1.
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Here are recent photos of our Board Members.

Can you find the matching child photo?

The answers are on the last page of this Newsletter

Veronika Sans, Seniors

Susanne Wilson,
Membership

Christina Lips, Advisor

Andrea Flukiger, Choir
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Title Name Email address Phone Number
President Karin Kapp president@swiss-society.org

Vice President Aio Haeberli webmaster@swiss-society.org

Membership Susanne Wilson membership@swiss-society.org 604-888-6949
Seniors Werner Rutishauser wrutish@shaw.ca 604-929-6923
Advisor Veronika Sans vsans@prontomail.com 604-730-9781
Advisor Christina Lips ch.lips@live.com 604-984-9036
Advisor Pascal Vogel pvogel@shaw.ca 604-761-5835
Secretary vacant

Treasurer vacant

Choir Andrea Flukiger andreaflukiger@gmail.com

Youth Club vacant

OTHER CONTACT INFORMATION

Consul General Andreas Rufer vancouver@eda.admin.ch 604-684-2231
Delegate for all Swiss Silvia Schoch silv.schoch@gmail.com

Societies in West-Canada on | Heidi Lussi heidi@heidilussi.com

the Council of Swiss Abroad

in Bern

Swiss Canadian Chamber of Fabian Lemann chamber@swissccc.com

Commerce: President

Swiss Canadian Mountain Rene Zollinger scmra.president@gmail.com

Range

Vancouver Dorfmusik Urs Fricker julieturs@hotmail.com 604-274-0802
Editor Swiss Herald Christina Lips ch.lips@live.com 604-984-9036
Swiss Society Vancouver WWWw.swiss-society.org/contact-us

Webmail Address

Legal Advisor: David Varty dvarty@smartt.com 604-684-5356
Webmaster Aio Haeberli webmaster@swiss-society.org 604-803-5910

QUIZ SOLUTION: HOW DID THE BOARD-
MEMBERS LOOK AS A CHILD

Number 1 is Andrea Flukiger

Number 2 is Karin Kapp

Number 3 is Aio Haeberli

Number 4 is Veronika Sans

Number 5 is Pascal Vogel

Number 6 is Werner Rutishauser (Photo taken 99 years ago!!!)
Number 7 is Susanne Wilson

Number 8 is Christina Lips
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