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HAPPY 103. BIRTHDAY, ROSA! 
Rosa celebrated her 103rd birthday on January the 4th, 2021. Despite Covid19 Erika Humbel  was able to 
visit her on that special day and she took some photos. Rosa is residing at the Finnish Care Home in 
Vancouver.  Rosa is well known amongst the Swiss Society and she also sang in the Swiss Choir for many 
years.    

 
 

 

http://swiss-society.org/
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OBITUARIES 
 

Rolf Wilhelm Frowein 
March 10, 1933 – January 13th, 2021 
 
It is with profound sadness and grief that we said good-bye to 
our beloved husband and papa on Jan 13th. Survived by his 
wife, Liselotte, daughters Claudia (Dave) and Britta, 
granddaughter Emily, younger siblings Christel and Reinhard, 
nephews, a niece, and step-grandsons. 
 
Rolf was born in Wuppertal, Germany. He immigrated to 
Canada in 1954 and worked in his profession as a master 
carpenter.  
In 1963 he married Lotti and started a family in North 
Vancouver. While building a home for his young family, Rolf attended BCIT and completed the 
construction management program. Always hard working, Rolf started his own company, Homar 
Construction Services, specializing in commercial projects including hospitals and shopping 
centers; one of his favorites was Expo 86. 
Rolf was instrumental in the development of the Tyrol Ski + Mountain Club and the Tyrol Lodge 
in Whistler. For decades he volunteered with ski clubs and races as a FIS official, where he formed 
lifelong friendships and mentored many. 
Rolf took his family on trips to Europe, and in retirement enjoyed travelling with Lotti, spending 
time at their cabin on Denman Island, and with his daughters’ families in Whistler and Grande 
Prairie/Kelowna. In later years as his mobility declined, he enjoyed sitting in his NV house 
admiring the ocean views and west coast sunsets. 
A kind, generous, warm-hearted, devoted soul liked by everyone, Rolf was the consummate 
family man who loved nothing more than being with his family, friends, and menagerie of pets. 
Our hearts are broken, but his memory will live on forever. 
 
A service will be held when CoVid19 restrictions are lifted.  
Contributions in Rolf’s memory can be made to the SPCA. 
 

The Board of Directors would like to mention 
that Rolf was an involved member of the SSV 
and contributed a lot to the Society. 
We are very thankful for that and we will miss 
his presence at our various events.  
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Alfred Roland Morin 
January 18, 1927- January 08, 2021 
 

Fred was the youngest of five siblings and in Sayabec, Quebec to 
French Canadian father Edmond and Swiss mother Marie. When 
he was 1 1/2 years old his father died in an industrial accident and 
the family moved back to Switzerland.  
Raised and schooled in Renan, he was independent and 
mischievous. He enjoyed riding his bike, exploring the woods and 
the family dogs. He completed an apprenticeship as an office clerk 
and in 1945 set off to travel spending the next 6 1/2 years 
hitchhiking around Europe and Africa. The malaria he contracted 
in Africa would come back to haunt him intermittently throughout 
his life. He was a optimist and never complained about the 
challenges life threw his way.  

He immigrated to Canada in 1952, spent time as a salesman in Montreal, New York and the 
Midwest before settling in Vancouver. Here he met his future Swiss wife Barbara (Betty) Christen 
when playing cards. They married in 1960 and had two daughters. Always the entrepreneur, he 
tried his hand at several businesses before establishing Nighthawk Security and operating it until 
his retirement.  
His loved animals and the family enjoyed a diversity of creatures. He provided a home for 
unwanted dogs and cats, assorted rodents, lizards, a monkey and 200+ chinchillas (one of his less 
successful business ventures).  
Fred was active in the Swiss Community 
Vancouver for many years, editing and printing 
“The Herald”, shooting the breeze at the rifle 
range, celebrating August 1st, and going to 
dances. He loved dancing. Nighthawk provided 
security to the Alpen club and Fred took full 
advantage of the opportunity to socialize. He 
enjoyed reading mystery novels, National 
Geographic and Popular Mechanics. His senior 
years were spent with Glennis Cole and they 
remained partners until her passing.  
Fred loved life and lived it on his terms. He had a broad sense of humour and the coveted ability 
to sleep anytime and anywhere. He was referred to as adventurous, generous and charming. He 
would have added dashing. He passed at Suncreek Village care home in Surrey, B.C. on January 
08, 2021 and is survived in Canada by two daughters, Linda and Denise, granddaughters Angela, 
Crystal-Anne and Desiree and great grandchildren Jazlyn and Tyson. He was much loved and will 
be missed by many.  
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Eino Joseph Sipila  
January 2, 1927 - August 31, 2020  
 

Born in a sauna in Ala-viirre, Finland, Dad was 
the second youngest of 8 children.  
After the war he travelled to work in Australia 
and on the way he met his Swiss love Margrith 
on a European train, where their romance 
blossomed with the assistance of a Finnish - 
English dictionary.  
Margrith was in awe of his beautiful teeth! 
They married in Vancouver in 1959 and settled 
in his self-built home in North Vancouver 
where they lived for over 57 years. A talented 

carpenter, Dad built many homes throughout the Lower Mainland and Fraser Valley.  
He enjoyed the simple things in life, including the outdoors, hiking, berry picking, good kahvi 
(coffee), family dinners, and fashioning new things out of old.  
Survived by his loving and devoted wife Margrith, children Eric (Colleen), Anna-Maya (Greg), 
Christina (Doug), grandchildren Sarah (Joel), Kevin (Katelyn), Matthew, Crystal (Mack), Jacob 
(Marissa), James, Andrew, Julie, and great-grandson Caleb. 

 

THE SWISS HERALD 
 Did you know that the first edition of the Swiss 
Herald occurred in March 1953? That was 68 years 
ago! 
The Swiss Society Vancouver is proud and lucky to 
own all the editions.  
Nick Schwabe, who was a member for many years, 
bound all the editions into sturdy books until the 
year 2008. 
The size of the Newsletter was small compared to 
later editions (16 x 25 cm then, now 21.5 x 28 cm). It 
usually had 10 pages and the writing was very small. 
 
Unfortunately no one else kept on going with this 
tradition and our Newsletters are saved digitally. 
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Here is the first page of the first Newsletter 1953 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This is the first page of 
one of Fred Morin’s 
editions 1962 
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SENIORS’ PAGE  

Due to Covid19 the Filmnachmittage are still on hold, as well as all the other activities. 

We all hope that we can meet again in person hopefully this Summer/Fall!  
Stay strong and healthy and optimistic! 
 

CHOIR REPORT 
written by Andrea Flukiger, President 
 
Gesang ist die eigentliche Muttersprache des Menschen ( Yehudi Menuhin ) 
 
We are back on track. After our Christmas break the weekly zoom rehearsals have started. 
Our goal is to work on the Spring Concert and it will  most likely be another  virtual concert . 
For those who do not know: Our conductor Dubravko Pajalic created a youtube  Christmas 
Concert .We have had close to 900 views so far.. The link information is on the Vancouver Swiss 
Society webpage and you are more than welcome to share the link  with your friends. 
https://youtu.be/XJOjxDNn4lA  

A big thank you for the many lovely and 
encouraging  feedbacks.The beginning of every 
New Year is always the best time to give another 
chance to your neglected talents…...your life is 
your song…..sing it. 
 
We have plenty of room in the choir. Due to Covid 
there is no  need to shower, get dressed nicely and 
leave your home to join us. Rehearsals are 
conveniently accessed by mouse click from home. 
( cheap on gas as well ) 
 
I wish you all: 
 
12 months of success 
52 weeks of laughter 
365 days of singing 
8760 hours of joy 
525600 minutes of good luck and health 
And 31536000seconds of happiness 
 
With Saengergruss 
Andrea 
andreaflukiger@gmail.com 
 

https://youtu.be/XJOjxDNn4lA
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WE ARE HERE FOR YOU!  
 

Are you stuck at home on your own and would like to talk to someone of the 
Swiss Society Vancouver? 
Here are a few members who would love to hear from you:  

Thomas Alkalbassi, Cloverdale:   604-576-6119 
Christina Lips,  North Vancouver:  604-984-9036 
Dorli Meier, Abbotsford:   604-853-0890 
Anne-Marie Spaeti, Agassiz:   604-796-0357  

 
 

Fees for Advertisment 
in the Swiss Herald 
 
Fees for design: 
To make minor adjustments: Free 
To make major changes to an ad: $ 25 
To create a new ad:   $ 50 – 100 
 
Deadlines for sending in ads or articles: 
20th of August, October, December,  
February, April and June. 
 

Fees for advertisement: 
Ad Size          One Issue        Six Issues 
One full page       $ 150        $ 825 
½ Page                  $   90         $ 495 
1/3 Page               $   60         $ 330 
¼ Page                  $   40         $ 220 
Business Card      $   20         $ 110( 5 
Lines)  
 

For Sale: 

 
 
 Very unique Accordion from Switzerland, hardly 
ever been played, excellent condition. 
Wood with inlayed patterns. 156 buttons, 
chromatic. It’s the Porsche of all the button 
accordions! One of the last ones they made. 
Price: Can.$ 5500. ( New price was sfr 11,000) 
Please call or text Christina at 604-928-9097 for 
more information. 
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MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL 2021  
2021 SSV & Choir MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL  
by Mar. 31, 2021 
Thank you for supporting the Swiss Society of Vancouver in the past. It is time for the 2021 renewal.  
Members who filled out the new Membership / Liability form for the 2020 SSV membership can send in 
the membership payment only (no form necessary).  
If you did not renew in 2020 or would like to join the SSV for the first time please send the membership 
/ liability form with the payment. You can download & print the form from the SSV website or send me 
an e-mail.  
If you don’t know if your membership form is current please call 604-888-6949  
or e-mail me at membership@swiss-society.org  
You are able to pay for SSV & Choir with one cheque or make an e-transfer 
 

Memberships are as follow:  
SSV Individual:      $ 40.00  
SSV Family:            $ 60.00  
SSV Single Senior  $ 25.00  
SSV Senior with Spouse $ 40.00  
 
All members are required to pay the SSV membership.  
 
Optional membership is:  
Choir $ 80.00  
A member of the choir has to be a member of the Swiss Society Vancouver. 
 
 
Please mail cheque to: Swiss Society of Vancouver 
P.O.Box 32021 Walnut Grove 
Langley, BC V1M 2M3 
 

If you miss sending in the payment by the Mar. 31. 2021 deadline, I would need a new form 
filled out, because it lapsed and the liability has expired. There is an updated form available on-
line at the SSV website under “membership”, or call me, then I can send one out.  
Also, if anything changes in your membership status or there is a change of address, a new form 
is required.  
If you receive the Herald by mail and you do have an e-mail account, you might want to 
consider making a donation of $ 20.00 to cover the printing and mailing cost of the Herald. The 
SSV would really appreciate this gesture.  
Please get in touch with me, if there are any other questions 
  
Sincerely,  
Susanne Wilson,  
SSV & Choir Membership chair 
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NOMINATIONS FOR HONORARY MEMBERSHIP  
Any member of the Swiss Society can make a WRITTEN 
nomination, which must include details as to why someone is 
recommended, and why that person should be deserving an 
honorary membership. Any nominations must be received by 
Susanne Wilson by February 10th, 2021 at the latest. Please 
send them to: membership@swiss-society.org  or the SSV 
address on the front page of the Herald. 

 

Maybe we won’t have a celebration just like that, 
but an honorary member does not have to pay 
membership fees for the rest of his/her life! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Elisabeth Rechsteiner 
Notary Public 
....helping you with what matters…. 

            Member 

➢ Real Estate Transactions including Purchases, Sales and Mortgages 

➢ Personal Planning Documents including Wills, Powers of Attorney, 

Representation, Agreements and Advance Directives 

➢ Notarizations and Certified Copies 

➢ Executorships 

 
100-5050 Kingsway, Burnaby, B.C. V5H 4C2        Telephone: 604-433-1911  Fax: 604-433-8970   Email: info@erechsteiner.ca 

 

mailto:info@erechsteiner.ca
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CELEBRATING THE 100TH BIRTHDAY OF AUTOR 
FRIEDRICH DUERRENMATT From the website:  Portrait (cdn.ch) 
The Swiss novelist, playwright, thinker and painter is best known for his play, "The Visit," and 
for his dark satire. 
 
On 5th January 1921 Friedrich Dürrenmatt was born in 
Konolfingen in Emmental as the son of a Protestant minister. 
He spent his youth and student years (German literature and 
philosophy) in Berne. Breaking off his studies in 1946, he 
married the actress Lotti Geissler and worked from then on 
as a writer. After some years in Basel and at Ligerz on the 
Lake of Bienne, during which time his three children were 
born and Dürrenmatt was able to record his first successes 
as a playwright, he moved in 1952 to the house on the 
Pertuis-du-Sault in Neuchâtel, where he was to spend the 
rest of his life. Here Dürrenmatt worked in peace and 
seclusion on his extensive oeuvre. But he also travelled 
widely, both in Switzerland and abroad, above all in 
connection with the production of his plays. Following the 
death of his first wife, Dürrenmatt married the actress and 
film director Charlotte Kerr in 1984. Dürrenmatt died of a 
heart attack on 14th December 1990, a few days before his 
seventieth birthday. 

 
Friedrich Dürrenmatt mit Filmregisseur Ladislao 
Vajda, Schauspieler Heinz Rühmann und Verleger 
Peter Schifferli, um 1958. Foto: Tuggener 
 
Friedrich Dürrenmatt was known for his sociability; he 
was a great connoisseur and lover of Bordeaux wines 
with an impressive wine cellar. In company, 
moreover, he was an entertaining and fascinating 
story-teller, always reshaping his material in new 

variations. He had countless friends, above all among actors, and gave many of his fellow 
writers discreet financial support. Dürrenmatt was highly interested in the natural sciences, 
especially astronomy. With his telescope he would observe the stars for nights on end. His work 
as a writer was characterized by great discipline and professionalism; he wrested his texts from 
his diabetes, which accompanied him as a constant memento mori. After the great success of 
his play "Der Besuch der alten Dame" (The Visit), 1956, Friedrich Dürrenmatt became a world-
famous author. His works were translated into over 40 languages and the author received 
numerous prizes, including the Georg Büchner Prize, the "Grosse Preis" of the Swiss Schiller 
Foundation and the Austrian State Prize for European Literature.  

https://www.cdn.ch/cdn/en/home/friedrich-duerrenmatt/biography/portrait.html
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Dürrenmatt took little part in discussions on current political events, but frequently took up a 
resolute stance on important matters. Issues which occupied him throughout his life were the 
federalistic model of our small state of Switzerland, the fate of the Jews and co-existence 
between the Israelis and Palestinians as well as the momentum of the Cold War. 

 
“Sixtinische Kapelle” by Friedrich Duerrenmatt. The guest bathroom in his house 
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
Title Name Email address Phone Number 

President Karin Kapp president@swiss-society.org   

Vice President Aio Haeberli webmaster@swiss-society.org  

Membership Susanne Wilson membership@swiss-society.org 604-888-6949 

Seniors Werner Rutishauser wrutish@shaw.ca  604-929-6923 

Advisor Veronika Sans vsans@prontomail.com 604-730-9781 

Advisor Christina Lips ch.lips@live.com 604-984-9036 

Advisor Pascal Vogel pvogel@shaw.ca  604-761-5835 

Secretary vacant   

Treasurer vacant   

Choir Andrea Flukiger andreaflukiger@gmail.com   

Youth Club vacant   

 

OTHER CONTACT INFORMATION 
Consul General   Andreas Rufer vancouver@eda.admin.ch 604-684-2231 

Delegate for all Swiss 
Societies in West-Canada on 
the Council of Swiss Abroad 
in Bern  

 Silvia Schoch 
Heidi Lussi 

silv.schoch@gmail.com    
heidi@heidilussi.com 

 

Swiss Canadian Chamber of 
Commerce: President  

Fabian Lemann chamber@swissccc.com    

Swiss Canadian Mountain 
Range 

Rene Zollinger scmra.president@gmail.com  

Vancouver Dorfmusik  Urs Fricker julieturs@hotmail.com  604-274-0802 

Editor Swiss Herald Christina Lips ch.lips@live.com 604-984-9036 

Swiss Society Vancouver 
Webmail Address 

 www.swiss-society.org/contact-us  

Legal Advisor:  David Varty dvarty@smartt.com 604-684-5356 

Webmaster Aio Haeberli webmaster@swiss-society.org  604-803-5910 
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