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Letter of the President
Thanksgiving Day is just behind us and it gives me occasion for reflection.
Nick Schwabe passed away and I am told that about 3 times as many people attended his Celebration of Life
than were originally expected. So many people wanted to speak that it ran almost ½ hour overtime. I suggest
his intimate involvement with the Vancouver Swiss Society, working in various capacities for the betterment
of our Swiss community had much to do with that. But there are also fellow members who are always there
to help, in this case by acting as chauffeurs for those who otherwise would not have been able to attend, or to
be a walking/hiking companion. I am aware also of members who will shop, or just lend an ear. Perhaps that
is why, after over 50 years , The VSS continues to be a glue to bind our community together - there is a special
chemistry between old friends.
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As the mother of a lively little boy, I’m chronically short of time, yet in our wonderful VSS countless busy
people refashion their time to create memorable moments for all to enjoy,
There are all of the groups within the VSS. Jacques has a busy schedule of walks, hikes, Glacier cabin
weekends in the works and is cementing details for the ever popular Wald Weihnacht and New Years’ Eve
party at Glacier Springs.
The Senior’s Lunch, under the watchful leadership of Christina ,Edvige and her crew are finalizing all the
details which will make this years’ Annual Senior’s Lunch a rousing success. As in past years it will be held
at the Holiday Inn in North Vancouver.
We are very pleased to have Andrea Stolte back as our fabulous MC.
As I write Barbara is assembling her Cookie Baking Sisterhood. Each woman will bake 150 cookies, as they
do year after year.
I am very grateful that there are always volunteers to fill in the gaps, whether at the Mountain Range
parking cars, selling tickets, cleaning the cabin, chopping wood , taking photos, phoning people and the
thousand other duties that arise so that the Vancouver Swiss Society thrives and here to keep our culture,
language and traditions alive.
"An integral part of our community's framework is The Herald. I am so pleased that the magazine
continues to keep us in touch even when we are separated by many miles. Christina Lips does an
exemplary job. Aio, thank you for keeping our website current and interesting.

I salute you one and all!
Karin Kapp

Celebration of Life of Nick Schwabe, Viking style
By Joe Mueller
The Celebration of Life of Nick Schwabe took place on Oct 17 and 18, 2014. It was broken into three
phases.
On Friday, October 17th, a small group of Nick’s personal friends together with his eldest son, Stefan, hiked
up in pouring rain to Mystery Lake, near Mt. Seymour. At the very rocky place, where Nick had spent many
hours contemplating and worshipping nature, Stefan spread his ashes and wished a “ Fare well, dear
father ” .
On Saturday noon, October 18th, 55 family, business and Swiss friends gathered on the Mt. Seymour
Parking Lot for the official Memorial Hike to Mystery Lake. Dense fog covered the parking lot and
participants had problems finding each other at the trail head; so dense was the fog!
But after some scrambling, we were able to move out in three groups. The first group, the easy hikers,
hiked on the official trail to Mystery Lake. The second group, also wanting to be easy hikers, followed
shortly after.
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The
third
group
however, the stronger
hikers equipped with
good boots and walking
sticks,
followed
a
trickier trail, through
the forest , over slippery
roots and wet rocks.
Within an hour though
all participants reached
safely the eastern end
of Mystery Lake and
settled down for the
ceremonial part of the
day. By this time the fog
had cleared and Mystery Lake presented itself in full fall colors; very appropriate and timely for Nick.
The first task at the lake were several toasts and good wishes to Nick approved by the cheers of the group.
The second task was a sing-along organized by some Swiss Choir members. Then followed a moving prayer
and blessing by Nat Prakash, a long time co-worker of Nick.
After the blessing Stefan stepped forward and spread symbolic amounts of Nick’s ashes along the lake’s
shore, and Elisabeth Schuepbach presented a rich bouquet of flowers on behalf of the group. A few
minutes of silence in honor of Nick followed.
As final act, Andres Schneiter, introduced a miniature Viking boat, decorated with flowers and candles.
He explained how he had experimented and built the boat, and how he expected the boat to behave: i.e.,
to sail out into the lake with some of Nick’s ashes, burst into flames, slowly burn down to its core and
eventually sink into the depth of the lake. The Vikings had honored their leaders in this way, only on a
much grander scale.

3

With the participants expectantly watching and in full view, Stefan
loaded Nicks remaining ashes on the boat. Andres lighted the candles
and then sent the boat gracefully sailing out into the lake. Well, as
planned, in the middle of the lake the boat miraculously caught fire
and white smoked billowed into the sky. And so we watched in awe
the burning boat slowly drifting to the other side of the lake where
eventually the fire
died down and the
boat began to
sink. The group
burst into loud
applause, many
with tears in their
eyes! Nick would
have liked this
event.
After a pause and lunch, we gradually began our return
trek to the parking lot; this time in full sunshine.
The third part of the Celebration of Life was the official Reception at the Holiday Inn, in North Vancouver.
About 120 persons attended and listened to the various tributes offered to Nick. Two alphorn blowers
opened the Reception and the Swiss Choir of Vancouver presented 4 emotional songs, under the direction
of Dubravko Pajalic. Stefan confided that he had never expected so much outpouring of respect for his
father Nick and that he was deeply moved by the loyalty of his friends. He thanked the participants for
their attendance, Joe Mueller for organizing the event, Andrea Stolte for MCing the Reception , all the
friends who made it to the Mystery Lake and Andres Schneiter for the “ Viking style funeral” of Nick. The
attached photos tell the story.
Photos were submitted by Pierre Favre, Henry Hutter, and Joe Mueller.

Seniors’ Section
Veronika Sans: 604-730-9781
Membership: Susanne Wilson: 604 888-6949 or membership@swiss-society.ca

Filmnachmittage fuer Senioren
For Swiss members who are 55+
im Deutschen Haus
4875 Victoria Drive (Ecke 33rd Ave),
Vancouver, BC
Kosten: Kaffee und Kuchen
Zeit: zwischen 2 und 5 Uhr am Nachmittag

Next Movie-Afternoon:
November 9th, 2014
(Aenderungen der Daten vorbehalten)
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I am sorry to inform you that Blanche Rutishauser has been in Lions Gate Hospital since
October 18. Werner left for Mexico October 9 to visit one of his daughters and his grandchildren.
Blanche attended Nick Schwabes’ Celebration of
Life and once she was home again she suffered a
stroke. She is partially paralyzed but can talk.
Werner just came back from Mexico with his
daughter.
We all extend our best wishes for Blanche and
hope for a speedy recovery.

Turning 65? Please let Susanne Wilson know. She will add your name to the Seniors’
List. You will be entitled to a reduced membership fee in the Swiss Society.

We Are Here To Help!
The Seniors Committee has created a new network for needy, lonely
or sick seniors – including members or non-members of the SSV –
who would like to get a friendly telephone call and/or a visit.
At the moment we are able to visit people in the areas of Greater
Vancouver and the Fraser Valley. Please let us know when somebody
has passed away, so we can inform the members of the SSV. We also
would like to know about special birthdays (80 years or older), since
the SSV has not registered these dates.

The coordinator of this network is: Trudi Schmidt, 604-988-9543
Sprueche aus dem Kindergarten

Platzregen. Simone:” Ou, mis Groosi wird nass.”
Ich: “Chunnt si uf Psuech?”
Sie: “ Nei, daenk im Himel obe.”
Marc: “Es raegnet doch noed gaeg ufe, sondern nur gaeg abe.”
Simone: “Wer isch aecht das gsii, de heilig Geischt?”
Marc: “De heilig Geischt isch ja scho lang gschtorbe.”
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Saturday, December 6, 2014

Swiss Society Christmas Luncheon
In honor of our Senior Members
HOLIDAY INN
700 OLD LILLOOET ROAD
NORTH VANCOUVER

You will enjoy a good meal, some entertainment,
have the opportunity to chat with old friends
and make new acquaintances
Doors open: 10:00 a.m.
Program starts: 11:00 a.m.
Cost the luncheon is: $20.00 for 2014 Swiss Society Senior Members
$35.00 for all others wishing to attend
(Seating limited to 130)

Reservations required by November 25th
Contact: Edvige Weingand at 604-953-1963 or
email: edvigeweingand@telus.net
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Swiss Choir Section
On September 25th our Vancouver Swiss Choir was invited to Rosy Schüpbach’s retirement party from her
job at the Provincial Assessment Centre on 3405 Willingdon Ave. in Burnaby BC. Rosy always opened and
closed the doors for us choir singers at her work place for many years, which was always very much
appreciated. Even though she is retiring from her job, she will continually sing with us in the Swiss
Choir. Thank you, Rosy.

For her special day, we sang a few songs with some
yodeling. Of course our two professional Alphorn
players Kimi and Beat supported us as well. Many of
the people present where quite impressed with our
performances. We also where invited for a nice lunch.

We wish Rosy all the best in her retirement, and are thankful for her continual support in our
Swiss choir.
Alfred Eigenmann (took also all the photos)

The Swiss choir participated at the
reception of Nick Schwabe’s celebration
of life.
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Andrea Stolte is taking a leave of absence from her position as the
President of the choir.
Elisabeth Appenzeller and Sylvia Kinvig will replace Andrea during her
leave.

Swiss Outdoor Club
Hike to Eagle Bluff
The weather forecaster promised a break in the sky for later in the morning of Saturday, 11.
October 11th, 2014. Five members of the Swiss Outdoors Club took advantage of this
opportunity and hurried to Cypress Bowl and then trekked in 4 hours to Eagle Bluff and back.
Not a drop of rain we encountered!
Cheers. Joe

Joe Mueller

8

Our cabin reservation manager Deborah Zurbuchen Junker and her husband Matt Junker have
had an addition to their family: It is a BOY !!!.
The Swiss Outdoors Club would like to wish Deborah and Matt all the best.
Note: Deborah did not miss a day in cabin bookings.
Thank you for sharing all the details and these pictures with us.
Swiss Outdoors Club.

2014/15 Event Highlights
Thursday, November 27th: Outdoors Club Executive Meeting
Sunday, December 14th: Waldweihnacht at Mount Seymour at 6 PM start.
30 December 30th to January 1st, 2015: New Years Eve at our cabin in Glacier
Springs WA.
January 10th to 11th, 2015: 1st Ski weekend at cabin in Glacier Springs WA.
Wednesday, January 28th, 2015: AGM Swiss Outdoors Club
December 30th to January 1st: New Years at Cabin
Please register with: Jacques Goldschmidt at: 604- 596 – 6253
Or email: Goldschmidt.jaques@gmail.com
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Glacier Cabin Keys:
Reservations and Key Pick-up:
For reservations and to get the contact of a key holder in your area, please send an email to the address
below. Keys to the cabin can be picked up from key holders in Abbotsford, Richmond, Delta, Ladner,
Maple Ridge, Surrey, and Vancouver.
Reservation Email: ssvoutdoorsclub@gmail.com
Cabin Manager: Deborah Zurbuchen Jonker (604-532-8195)
Assistant Cabin Manager: Susanne Wilson (604-888-6949)

1.

New Members

John & Annette Anastacio
Erika Olsen
Kimberly Olsen

Arlene Bell
Thomas Sanz
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Cookie Baking Sisterhood
Barbara, our cookie-maker master is inviting
other bakers to join her team. Every person
creates one kind and makes 150 cookies. They will
all be put in bags and every senior will receive one
at the Christmas Senior’s Luncheon.
The more people volunteer, the bigger the bags!
Please send call Barbara Wirsching at 604-6716792 by November 25th what kind of cookies you
will contribute. There will be a packing-the-cookies party December 2nd.
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Tyrol Lodge
Andy Huser, my husband Rolf and I attended the AGM of the Tyrol Ski &
Mountain Club. It was great to learn that over 1000 bed spaces were
booked by Swiss Society Members in a timeframe of one year. - The work
is in progress to install a sprinkler system and various other upgrades, all
geared for a possible subdivision of the property.

Lotti Frowein

Upcoming Events
Nov. 9th, 2014
Nov. 17th, 2014
Nov. 27th, 2014
Dec. 6th, 2014
Dec. 14th, 2014
Dec. 30 to Jan.1st,
2015
Jan. 10-11th, 2015

Filmnachmittag
Executive Meeting
Executive Meeting
Senior’s Christmas Luncheon
Waldweihnacht at Mount Seymour
New Years at the Cabin

Seniors
SSV Executive Meeting
Outdoors Club
Seniors
Swiss Society
Outdoors Club

Ski Weekend at Glacier Cabin

Outdoors Club

Elisabeth Rechsteiner
Notary Public
....helping you with what matters….
Member







Real Estate Transactions including Purchases, Sales and
Mortgages
Personal Planning Documents including Wills, Powers of
Attorney, Representation, Agreements and Advance Directives
Notarizations and Certified Copies
Executorships

100-5050 Kingsway, Burnaby, B.C. V5H 4C2
info@erechsteiner.ca

Telephone: 604-433-1911 Fax: 604-433-8970 Email:
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Fees for Advertisment
in the Swiss Herald

SWITZERLAND

Fees for design:
To make minor adjustments: Free
To make major changes to an ad: $ 25
To create a new ad:
$ 50 - 100
Deadlines for sending in ads or articles:
20th of August, October, December,
February, April and June.

and any other destinations
Your travel professionals for:
 Charters & tour groups to & from Switzerland
 Complete sports packages for individuals & teams
 Family holiday & adventure packages
 Cruising
 Corporate travel & conferences

Fees for advertisement:
Ad Size
One Issue
One full page
$ 150
½ Page
$ 90
1/3 Page
$ 60
¼ Page
$ 40
Business Card $ 20
( 5 Lines)

Six Issues
$ 825
$ 495
$ 330
$ 220
$ 110

FOR ALL YOUR TRAVEL PLANS CALL:
Yvonne Camenzind Kabata
Markus Bill (Swiss-Canadian Owner)
PRIME TRAVEL
1852 Marine Drive, West Vancouver BC, V7V 1J6
Ph: 604-925-1212 Fax: 604-925-1866 toll-free: 1-877-925-1212
e-mail: yvonne@prime-travel.com
www.prime-travel.com
BC Registration 3656

From the Swiss Herald
December 1954
Written by the editor Christina Lips
If O.J.Steiner did a trip back to the future, he would probably be a
bit confused about our Bookkeeping System in 2014……

On the next page is a New Years’ Eve story written in 1939. It’s in
Swiss German and even for me a little challenge to read it.
It’s almost a bit like a nightmare that turns out really good and
makes me smile.
I hope the people who don’t understand it can find a friend who
will be able to translate it.
14
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Board of Directors 2014
Title
President
Membership
Secretary
Treasurer
Seniors
Choir
Outdoors Club
Youth Club
Advisor

Name
Karin Kapp
Susanne Wilson
Barbara Wirsching
Connie Buechler
Werner Rutishauser
Andrea Stolte
Jacques Goldschmidt
Aio Haeberli
Heidi Legere

Email address
president@swiss-society.org
membership@swiss-society.org
secretary@swiss-society.org
treasurer@swiss-society.org
wrutish@shaw.ca
astolte@shaw.ca
goldschmidt.jaques@gmail.com
youth-group@swiss-society.org
hlegere@telus.net

Phone Number
604-816-2082
604-888-6949
604-671-6792

604-874-8930
604-596-6253
604-803-5910
604 461 0456

Other Contact Information
Honorary Consul General
Consul, Deputy to the
Consul General

Urs V.Strausak
Gerome Charbonnet

vancouver@eda.admin.ch

Delegate for all Swiss
Societies in West-Canada on
the Council of Swiss Abroad
in Bern

Silvia Schoch

silv.schoch@gmail.com

Swiss Canadian Chamber
of Commerce: President
Swiss Canadian Mountain
Range
Legal Advisor:
Vancouver Dorfmusik
Webmaster
Swiss Herald

Vince Sciamanna

chamber@swissccc.com

Markus Spycher

www.scmra.ca

David Varty
Urs Fricker
Aio Haeberli
Christina Lips

dvarty@smartt.com
julieturs@hotmail.com
webmaster@swiss-society.org
christinalips@shaw.ca

604-684-2231

604-803-5910
604-984-9036

***********Vancouver Christmas Market***********
Nov 22nd to Dec 24th 2014
Daily 11am to 9pm
(Closes at 6pm on December 24th)
Queen Elizabeth Plaza
650 Hamilton Street
Vancouver, BC V6B 2P1
More information at www.vancouverchristmasmarket.com
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