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SWISS NATIONAL CELEBRATION AT THE
MOUNTAIN RANGE: Saturday, July 30th, 2016
There will be a work party on July 16 to get set up for the event.
Please contact Jacques Goldschmidt to sign up as a volunteer:
goldschmidt.jaques@gmail.com or 1-778-856-4665

New this year:
-

Beer Garden;
Free overnight camping for RV’s and/or campers
Served Breakfast the following day
Children’s activities
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SENIOR’S SECTION
Werner Rutishauser: 604-929-6923
Membership: Susanne Wilson: 604 888-6949 or membership@swiss-society.ca

Filmnachmittage fuer Senioren
For Swiss members who are 55+
im Deutschen Haus
4875 Victoria Drive (Ecke 33rd Ave),
Vancouver, BC
Kosten: $ 6 fuer Kaffee und Kuchen
Zeit: zwischen 2 und 5 Uhr am Nachmittag

Next Movie-Afternoons:
October 16 & November 13, 2016
All dates are subject to change. Aenderungen
vorbehalten
Bitte anmelden bis am Montag vor dem Filmnachmittag
bei
bei Veronika Sans
604 - 730.9781, oder
Vreni Huser
604 - 731.4300, oder
Elisabeth Schupbach
604 - 584.3742

Please mark your calendar:
Senior’s Luncheon will be
Saturday,
Dec. 10, 2016 at the
Delta Town and Country
Inn!
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CHOIR SECTION
Dear friends near and far,
June 18th 2016 we attended the
Vancouver Swiss Choir’s 50th Anniversary
Concert at the Vancouver Alpenclub.
Elisabeth Rechsteiner was the Master of
Ceremonies. She did an excellent job. She
first introduced all
the invited guests.
Then she
welcomed the
Swiss Choir and
the guest performers,
the Vancouver Dorfmusik
with two Alphorn
players. The Swiss Choir
sang a few beautiful
songs. But what would a
Swiss Choir be without
some Swiss yodeling. The
three ladies Andrea,
Annemarie and Dorli

from the choir entertained the audience with some spectacular yodeling. They received a great
applause. Then it was the turn for the Dorfmusik to play, and as always, they had a most
beautiful and interesting program. We just can never get tired of listening to them. Rory Fader,
who was the Vancouver Swiss Choir
conductor for many years, conducted the
choir for a few
songs. There
was also a Swiss
Market with
sandwiches,
Swiss pastries,
coffee and
homemade
bread.
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Towards the end of the evening, Mirjam Mai and Rolf Brülhart
made a slide show presentation of some Vancouver Swiss Choir
events over the last 50 years. It was very interesting to see all the
pictures. Before everyone went home, there was tombola draw to
win some beautiful baskets.

Kind regards,
Alfred Eigenmann
Coquitlam BC.

A Message from the Choir President Our choir has now ended the season and will
resume the practices in September. This spring we were busy organizing and practicing for our
50th anniversary celebration. Our anniversary concert on June 18 th was well attended. It was
wonderful to see so many of you, especially the past presidents and past singers. A great thank
you has to go out to the Swiss Consulate for supporting us and thank you to all who were there
to help us celebrate. We would like to thank the Dorfmusik and all the volunteers who helped us
with the festivities. Without you it would not have been so successful.
Now we can concentrate on the fall season. We have planned a Christmas Concert; the date is
not determined yet. We will be at the senior’s Christmas luncheon and hope to have a few more
events before Christmas. In June 2017 we’ll be participating at the Saengerfest in California. So
we do have a lot of new things to learn and hope to entertain you all again in the fall.
We still are looking for more singers. The more the merrier! It would be great if you would come
out and see what we are all about. Just come and try us out. Please do not hesitate to contact
me, Silvia Kinvig, at silkin56@hotmail.com if you do have an interest in our choir. Keep the Swiss
culture alive.
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SWISS OUTDOOR CLUB: Sea to Sky Gondola; May 15th.

The outing of the Outdoors Club to the Sea to Sky
Gondola was successful with 16 participants. It was a
sunny day but not hot allowing pleasant walks through forests and
enjoying the views across Howe Sound and the surrounding
mountains from numerous points. We walked the loop of the
Panorama Trail, the suspension bridge and a trail under
development to the Lily Pond behind the top terminal. Guides at
view points and on the new trail gave excellent talks about the
forest, vegetation on the ground , geology and the background of
the development. We sat together for lunch and afternoon coffee
outside at picnic tables.
The walks were not hard and our participants (mostly aged)
expressed great satisfaction about the location and the
activities.The beautiful weather and the weekend attracted a large
number of other visitors. Though the parking area at the Gondola
Terminal is large, it was difficult to find a free parking space when we met at 10:15 hour. The restaurant at the top
was crowded, but picnic tables were available for us and the number of hikers on the trails was moderate. However
in mid-afternoon waiting in line for the downhill ride was 25 minutes long. Because our group contained mostly
retired members it would have been better to go in midweek.
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MID-YEAR PROGRAM REMINDER:
August 6: Hike to Blue Gentian Lake in Cypress Mountain.
September 17-18: Glacier Cabin week end and hike
September 17-18: Family Picnic weekend at Glacier Spring Cabin. Come set up tent on lawn or
sleep over in cabin!
Members: make yourself available to organize an activity and a pick nick. Individuals need to
come forward with one part they would like to do and organize it. Just let me know what you
will be doing so we can coordinate
From the Executive of the Swiss Outdoors Club
We are saddened to inform you of the sudden passing of

Jeanette Kuenzli
An ICON of the Swiss Outdoors Club
She has led the Glacier Springs cabin organization since it was built with Eddy by her side.
We would like to convey our sincere condolences to Eddy and his family.

During that week end we will have a memorial to remember Jeanette Kuenzli and plant a tree
to remember her tireless work for the Outdoors club.
Plan early to attend and participate.
Please put those dates on your calendar:
October 8: Buntzen Lake walk and hike
October 23: Minnekhada walk and Metzgete
November 05: Reifel Bird Sanctuary, Delta
December 18: Waldweihnacht
e-mail Jacques Goldschmidt for more information
goldschmidt.jaques@gmail.com
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EUROPEAN FESTIVAL

May 29/30, 2016

A big thank you to the volunteers, especially the ones on Saturday. It was pouring the whole day
and it was cooold: 7 Celsius! Susanne Wilson, Margrit Ruevekamp, Barbarah Tinskamper, Silvia
Kinvig and Christina Lips had to put on more clothes than throughout the whole last winter.
Luckily they got more energy from the chocolates.
Our deputy consul Jerome Charbonnet carried our Swiss Flag with pride. He looked very authentic
in his outfit!
Sunday the weather was totally different and all the people kept these volunteers busy: Helen
Schaelle, Philippe Van Garel, Erna Schaefer and Afsaneh Kalali.
Jacques Goldschmidt put a lot of
hours into the setting-up of our booth
and was around most of Sunday. He
also dashed to Costco to buy lots of
Swiss Chocolates for the visitors.
THANK YOU! And BIG THANKS also to
Aio Haeberli, who helped behind the
scene!
Markus Bill from Prime Travel gave us
the beautiful posters, including some
give-aways.
Last but not least: Thanks to the Swiss
Consulate for the popular brochures
and other things to give away.
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FIRST ANNUAL PICNIC FOR FAMILIES WITH
SWISS ROOTS: Sunday, June 26th, 2016
Within a short time Silvia Kinvig, Margrit
Ruevekamp and Karin Kapp organized the First
annual picnic at Queens Park in New Westminister.
And what a
turnout! About
40 people came
and enjoyed a
real Bratwurst
dinner
with
salad, fruit and
goodies
that
participants
brought.
People from the
choir,
Outdoorsclub, the Rifle Range and other SSV members as well
families that had heard about it through emails sent by Aio
Haeberli.
Everyone had lots of fun, especially
the kids: a playground heaven and
the games organized by Silvia
Kinvig.
It was great to meet and mingle
with other people with Swiss roots.
Thanks a lot to the organizers: Next
time we’ll be many more to come!

Christina Lips
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VANCOUVER DORFMUSIK
The Dorfmusik has had two concerts in one
weekend. We were happy to be the guests at
the Choir 50. Anniversary Concert. The Swiss
Songs-medley we performed together with the
Choir was one of the highlights of that night.
Next day we played at the Scandinavian
Cultural Centre at their Midsummer Festival.
The Finnish Spitz Dogs tried to compete with
their barking!

Our next performances:
July 29: Kitsilano Showboat; 7 pm
If you are interested in more shows, login to
http://www.kitsilanoshowboat.com/programSchedule.html
July 30: Swiss National Day at the Mountain Range: 7-8pm
We are sad to announce that we lost one of our regular “Substitute drummers”.
Ross Strachan who performed with us several times over the last years on drums
passed away on April 30, at age 71 after a short battle with cancer.
Ross' passion was music and the outdoors and he will be missed. RIP

Elisabeth Rechsteiner
Notary Public
....helping you with what matters….
Member







Real Estate Transactions including Purchases, Sales and
Mortgages
Personal Planning Documents including Wills, Powers of Attorney,
Representation, Agreements and Advance Directives
Notarizations and Certified Copies
Executorships

100-5050 Kingsway, Burnaby, B.C. V5H 4C2
Email: info@erechsteiner.ca

Telephone: 604-433-1911 Fax: 604-433-8970
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SURREY 2016 WBSC XV WOMEN’S WORLD
SOFTBALL CHAMPIONSHIP
The SURREY 2016 Organizing Committee is proud to welcome the world's best fastpitch
athletes, representing upwards of 30 nations, to Surrey, BC, Canada for the WBSC XV Women's
World Softball Championship.

Schedule
Friday, July 15th, 2016
PC1
PD2

SBC-2

11:00 A

SBC-1

8:15 P

Switzerland

Canada

Serbia

Great Britain

Saturday, July 16th, 2016
PC- SBC- 5:30
4

2

P

Australia

Switzerland

PD- SBC- 7:30
3

1

P

Canada

Ireland

Sunday, July 17th, 2016
PC- SBC- 10:00
6

3

PD- SBC5

1

A

Mexico

7:30 P
Canada

Switzerland

Uganda
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Monday, July 18th, 2016 – July 24
The Play-0ff will start.
A Note from Kara Walker and Lana Batcheller
Project Manager and Chair of Hospitality
On July 20, we hope to feature many of the amazing cultural wonders and highlights of
Switzerland. From 2:00 - 7:00 pm there will be opportunities for performers to show their stuff,
whether that be on the stage (approximately 20' x 20') or on the ground in the middle of the
celebration zone, if more appropriate. We are looking for local performance groups who would
like to volunteer to highlight their home culture in support of their visiting nation.
As well as the performance opportunities, the Celebration of Nations area will provide an
opportunity for your local cultural community to create a promotional booth space to be
highlighted your home nation during their celebration day (10' x 10' tent). This booth is
available to promote a variety of different focuses, from community groups, to language schools,
to artists and much more. The Celebration of Nations will be open from 12 noon - 8 pm and we
would ask that the booth be manned during those hours. Please let us know if you have any
groups that may be interested in this space.
Please discuss with any groups that come to mind or feel free to introduce us directly. I have
copied Nikki Keith, who will be our lead in the Celebration of Nations and who will handle
all programming.
Thank you very much for your assistance with this - we look
forward to sharing your national culture with the world.
Kind Regards,
Kara
-

For more information please check out the Website or call the following
number:
Surrey 2016 WBSC XV Women's World Softball Championship
Office: 604.536.9287 | Mobile: 604.649.4475 | Website: www.surrey2016.com

12

Upcoming Events in 2016
July 15 – 23
July 29
July 30
August 6
September 17/18
September 19
October 8
October 16
October 30
October 17
November 5
November 13
November 21
November 26
December 10
December 18
December 31/Jan. 1

Women’s World Softball
Championship
Kitsilano Showboat Concert
National Day Celebration
Hike Blue Gentian Lake
Cabin Weekend with Hike
Executive Meeting
Buntzen Lake
Filmnachmittag
Metzgete and Hike
Executive Meeting
Reifel Bird Sancuary Delta
Filmnachmittag
Executive Meeting
Executive Meeting
Seniors’ Luncheon
Waldweihnacht
New Years’ Eve Weekend

Vancouver Dorfmusik
Mountain Range, SSV, Dorfmusik
Outdoors Club
Outdoors Club
SSV
Outdoors Club
Seniors
Mountain Range, Outdoors Club
SSV
Outdoors Club
Seniors
SSV
Outdoors Club
Seniors
Outdoors Club, SSV
Outdoors Club

FROM THE GUINNESS BOOK OF RECORDS
Switzerland's world famous dish, Birchermüesli, has
entered the Guinness Book of Records after more than
a tonne of the stuff was mixed and eaten in Zurich.
4 hundred kilos of Müesli, 425 litres of milk, 20 litres of orange
juice and 20 litres of lemon juice, 80 kilos of strawberry yoghourt,
200 kilos of sliced apples, 50 kilos of bananas, and 75 kilos of
strawberries went into the record-breaking mixture.
Happily for the organisers, more than 5,000 people arrived armed
with spoons to polish off the mammoth Birchermüesli.
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Fees for Advertisment
in the Swiss Herald

PRIME TRAVEL
YEAR-ROUND SPECIAL FARES TO
SWITZERLAND/EUROPE

EDELWEISS AIR

Fees for design:
To make minor adjustments: Free
To make major changes to an ad: $ 25
To create a new ad:
$ 50 – 100

VANCOUVER TO ZURICH
Nonstop three times per week 2016

NEW: CALGARY TO ZURICH

Nonstop twice per week 2016
Deadlines for sending in ads or articles:
Your travel professionals for:
20th of August, October, December,
 Charters & tour groups to & from
February, April and June.
Switzerland
 Complete sports packages for individuals &
Fees for advertisement:
teams
Ad Size
One Issue
Six Issues
 Family holiday & adventure packages
One full page
$ 150
$ 825
 Cruising
½ Page
$ 90
$ 495
 Corporate travel & conferences
1/3 Page
$ 60
$ 330
 Travel Insurance
¼ Page
$ 40
$ 220
FOR ALL YOUR TRAVEL PLANS CALL:
Business Card $ 20
$ 110
Yvonne Camenzind Kabata
( 5 Lines)
Markus Bill (Swiss-Canadian Owner)
PRIME TRAVEL
1852 Marine Drive, West Vancouver BC, V7V 1J6
Ph: 604-925-1212 Fax: 604-925-1866 toll-free: 1-877-925-1212
e-mail: yvonne@prime-travel.com
www.prime-travel.com
BC Registration 3656

Only fly-fishers know what
that’s for.
(It’s a kind of silicone you dip
the flies in so that they keep
over water.)
Please don’t use it on yourself!
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A Beginner’s Guide to Swissness
Written by Diccon Bewes on June 4, 2010 in Most popular, Swiss life
It’s the opening round of Family Fortunes (or 5Gegen5, if you’re reading this in Switzerland). The host
says, “We asked 100 people to name something associated with Switzerland.” Easy. You buzz and say
cheese. Top answer! But it could’ve been chocolate, or watches, or mountains, or Heidi. In fact, any
number of things so closely linked to the Alpine republic at the heart of Europe. But there’s more to
Switzerland than banks, skis, francs and cheese. Swiss
life is all about Swissness. But what does that mean?
Swissness is a word that is essentially self-explanatory:
it means anything and everything to do with
Switzerland. But it is in fact a made-up word, used by
the Swiss to cross their own language barriers and so
unite the country with a single word. Having an artificial English word to sum up a nation seems rather
odd, until you realise that that in itself is typically Swiss. After all, this is a country whose official name is
in Latin. Perhaps only the Swiss truly understand the real meaning of Swissness; the rest of us can only
make educated guesses. So here’s a beginner’s guide to discovering the true meaning of Swissness:
1. Don’t queue. For an otherwise polite society, the Swiss just can’t queue. At bus stops and train
platforms, it’s scrum down, elbows out and every man, woman and child for themselves.
2. Eat fondue the right way. If you think it’s spear, dip, twirl and eat, you’re so wrong. That fork
must not touch your lips, teeth or tongue. And whatever you do, don’t drop the bread in the
pot, unless the person next to you is worth kissing.
3. Wear red shoes. The Swiss do. Maybe they’re being patriotic, or are all friends of Dorothy, or
just want to stand out in the crowd of black, brown and grey.
4. Don’t apologize when handing over a 200-franc note. What for others is a small fortune, for the
Swiss is almost pocket money.
5. Understate everything. Most Swiss prefer to be small not tall poppies. If you’re fluent in French,
then you only speak a little; if it’s -10C outside, then it’s a bit chilly.
6. Learn Swiss-English, or Swinglish. The Swiss will expect you to understand their meanings of
handy, trainer, wellness and pudding. They are English words, after all.
7. Don’t talk about the weather. Here’s a typical Swiss-British opener. Brit, coming inside: “Phew,
it’s hot outside!” Swiss: “It’s summer.” End of discussion.
8. Be the perfect guest. Arrive on time, take a gift, and introduce yourself to everyone. But do not
help; never set foot in the kitchen, never refill drinks, never clear the plates, as that would imply
your hosts cannot cope.
9. Rediscover Sundays. A Swiss Sunday feels like being in England when it still had pound notes and
Opal Fruits. Forget about going shopping or doing some DIY. Instead, visit a museum or have a
family day out. Or be very Swiss and go for a walk.
10. Buy a photocopier. Any application or permit needs copies of at least ten bits of paper: school
reports, ID, tax return, inside-leg measurement, dental records. If it doesn’t have an official
paper record, then it doesn’t exist.
Master all these and you might understand what Swissness is. Do that and you’re well on your way to
becoming more Swiss than the Swiss themselves. True or not???
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Board of Directors 2016
Title
President
Membership
Secretary
Treasurer
Seniors
Choir
Outdoors Club
Youth Club
Advisor
Advisor

Name
Karin Kapp
Susanne Wilson
Barbarah Tinskamper
Margrit Ruevekamp
Werner Rutishauser
Silvia Kinvig
Jacques Goldschmidt
Aio Haeberli
Veronika Sans
Marie-Louise Hanna

Email address
president@swiss-society.org
membership@swiss-society.org
barbarah1000@hotmail.com
treasurer@swiss-society.org
wrutish@shaw.ca
silkin56@hotmail.com
goldschmidt.jaques@gmail.com
youth-group@swiss-society.org
vsans@prontomail.com
mhanna18@shaw.ca

Phone Number
604-816-2082
604-888-6949
604-541-0042
604-945-0546
604-929-6923
778-996-8775
1-778-856-4665
604-803-5910
604-730-9781

Other Contact Information
Consul General
Deputy of the Consul
General
Delegate for all Swiss
Societies in West-Canada on
the Council of Swiss Abroad
in Bern
Swiss Canadian Chamber of
Commerce: President
Swiss Canadian Mountain
Range
Legal Advisor:
Vancouver Dorfmusik
Webmaster
Editor Swiss Herald

Urs V.Strausak
Jérôme Charbonnet

vancouver@eda.admin.ch
vancouver@eda.admin.ch

604-684-2231
604-684-2231

Richard Schwendener

Vince Sciamanna

chamber@swissccc.com

Markus Spycher

www.scmra.ca

David Varty
Urs Fricker
Aio Haeberli
Christina Lips

dvarty@smartt.com
julieturs@hotmail.com
webmaster@swiss-society.org
Ch.lips@live.com

604-803-5910
604-984-9036
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